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This course is to encourage and inspire students to speak in English confidently by
participating in distinct activities in class, such as having group discussions after watching
short videos and reading articles, small debates, mock conferences, role play, and public
speaking practice. We will create an entire English environment where students are
completely immersed, so they can think in English in this course. Students will also elevate

their background knowledge in different fields.
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The objective of this course is that by the end of the semester, you will have

» developed your critical and logical thinking in every issue;

e increased your vocabulary in different fields;

e expanded your perspectives on distinct topics;

e grown and blossomed your expressions like native speakers by learning slang, idioms,
and phrasal verbs which are useful in everyday communication;

« built your confidence when speaking English;

 reduced your nervousness and anxiety while talking to others in English;

» improved your social skills in various situations from personal to professional.

At the end of this course, students will not be afraid of expressing their points of view on
the topics they are not familiar with. They will be more active in learning new things and

give their own opinions on any issue. They will have more confidence in speaking English.
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Class Participation

Active participation is key to improving your English communication skills. To receive full points,
students must engage in discussions, contribute to group activities, and complete all assigned
tasks. Passive participation, minimal contribution, or distraction (e.g., working on assignments
for other subjects, using a phone for non-class activities, or solving unrelated problems) will
result in point deductions. For example, if you are doing other subjects in class, such as
Calculus, Japanese, or other mandatory courses, you will get O in this part. Also, doing
something else in the third hour when the other team is holding their team presentation will also
earn you a 0. You will get one sticker by volunteering to answer the questions and providing
follow-up questions from other students' responses in class. Each sticker is worth 0.5%, and the
maximum is 15%.

Class Attendance

Attendance is an essential part of this course, as active participation in class activities helps
develop communication skills and confidence in English. At the end of each class, you need to
submit the attendance/feedback form online. Also, you have to have your John Hancock on the
sign-up sheet before you leave. This class is highly based on discussion and interaction, so if
you know you have to miss many classes, do NOT take it. You will get the full credits by
attending all the classes without leaving early, and bringing your name tag each time. Name tags
must include your name, major, and year. In addition, they must be printed on both sides, not
handwritten. Just follow the template. Points will be deducted for absences and repeated
tardiness. If you miss one class, you will get 8%. If you miss 2 lessons, you will get 5%. If you
miss more than 2 lessons, you will get 0 in this part. Only the “official leave” can be waived by
submitting the STUDENT LEAVE form in advance. Also, if you miss 1 hour or more, 1% off each
hour missed.

Homework Reflection

Show what you have learned in your portfolio on each topic by taking notes in class, jotting down
new/complex vocabulary with making practice sentences, answering the questions, doing
matching and gap fills from slides, etc. Also, write a short paragraph of takeaways from EACH
topic, including podcasts and skits, PLUS overall reflection. For example, what was important to

you? What can help you in the future? What caught your attention? What did you find valuable? It
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is a reflective journal, not a description of what we did in class. Be CREATIVE and LEGIBLE! No

sloppy handwritten version is allowed. Examples will be shown in class.

Midterm Team Podcast
Each team will make a 10-minute podcast with assigned topics. Topics include: three national
festivals, night markets in Taiwan, temples and customs, places people should visit such as old

streets, museums, and historical sites.

Activity-Based Team Presentation

Form a MIXED team of at most 6 people. In the team, you need DIFFERENT genders, majors,
nationalities, and years. Try to be as diverse as possible. From Week 4, one team will be
completely in charge of the third hour. During that hour, the team will take the role as a teacher to
facilitate activities and conversations with covered topics from previous classes for
reinforcement of knowledge and gaining leadership skills. This is to demonstrate the
communication abilities learned along the way. The team can hold any creative activities or
games to review one of the covered topics, but there must be ONE fun and creative review plus
THREE distinct activities. Some common games are monopoly, charades, pictionary, mad libs,
hangman, roll- and-move game, family feud, wheel of fortune, and jeopardy. You may use Al to
help your preparation of the game/activity. However, high scores are based on the clarity and
understanding of your instructions/rules in your activity-based team presentation as well as
creativity.

Other Team's Evaluation
From your activity-based team presentation, each student will give scores (0 to 10) to your team
based on the creativity of the presentation.

Peer Evaluation
From your activity-based team presentation, you will give points (0 to 10) to your teammates
according to their contribution to this project.

Skit

Each team will prepare a 7-minute skit based on the topics and the idioms we have already
learned. Make sure you use ALL the idioms from that topic. Points will be reduced if the idioms
are left out. The skit is tentatively on June 04.

Final Team Podcast

Each team will make a 10-minute podcast based on lessons previously learned. The topic of the
podcast will be randomly drawn right before the performance. Each team will have 5 minutes to
prepare. The team podcast is tentatively on June 11.

Kahoot!
bonus up to 5% extra. Starting from the second week, everyone will take 10-15 minutes to play
"Kahoot!” conducted by the TA. For each week, those who answer all correctly will get 0.5%, and

the top three winners will get another 0.5%. The purpose of having the "weekly quiz" is to help



the students reinforce what we have learned from the previous week and also encourage them
to review the materials.
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